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MADAM, 


HE apprehenfions which Your Grace, and fome of 
your confidential Friends exprefied, previous to the 
publication of my Firſt Letter, induced me w'fopprets 
many parts of it. I had formed « win hope that a ſerious 
Addceſs might awaken your lumbering reaſon, turn its 
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ſerutinies to your paſt conduct. and force upon you a con- 
ſciouſnels of the many ſubjets which might be obſerved 
the public appearance of that Epiſtle converted your appre- 
henfions, and thoſe of your truſty aſſociates, into a boaſting 
aſſectation : and though it had been the ſource of much 
anxiety, you treated it with a childiſh levity and contempt, 
which has brought me to my paper again. I ſhall therefore 


proceed, with much good will, to offer the ſuppreſſions 
of my former Letter to the Public, and to Your Grace. 


You have been, for ſome time, the object of pity 
among all perſons of reaſon and underſtanding; and I 
muſt beg leave to inform Your Grace, that contempt is 
not far behind, and may ſoon ' overtake you. As I have 
entered upon the buſineſs of holding forth a picture 
of your conduct to the world and to yourſelf, it becomes 
me to write without reſerve, or I ſhould not mortify you 
ſo much as to inform you, that even Heair-drefſers, Milliners, 
Mantia-makers, and the whole Gentry of fimilar denomi- 
nations, lift up their eyes at the mention of your name, 
and declare you to be « phznomenon of Folly. Yes, un- 
grateful creatures ! they make Your Grace, to whom they 
are ſo much indebted, the chief topic of their profeſional 

enter- 
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entertaliiment ; and render the toilettes of their employers 
igreeable and intereſting, by the variety of. anecdotes with 
which your conduct furniſhes their daily intelligence. Here, 
indeed, I expected that Impertinence would have confined 
its exertions ; and that it would never have been tempted to 
ſtray beyond the limits of private converſation. L refled, in 
ſome degree, open the timidity natural to your ſex for your 
preſervation from public inſult. But the crowd at NA,. 
I find, bas caught the infeftion; and, not many evenings 
ago, the Impertinents followed you with Jooks and ex- 
preſſions which would have terrified the generality of your ſex 
in the extreme, and which every reflefting perſon conſidered 
as x moſt diſgraceful and alarming mark of public difappre- 


Your Grace may pretend that the public diſpleaſure is « 
matter which gives you little concern: but declarations of this 


kind will not be believed ; and the whole of your paſt con- 
duct will give a poſitive denial to ſuch an arena. The 
pains you have taken to attraQt public notice evidently proves, 
that public admiration is the object of your heart ; and when 
this is not only withdrawn, but changed into contempt and 
infult, Your Grace will in vain declare your indifference 
about 
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about it: no ane will believe you, and they who know you 
beſt, whatever acquieſcence they may pretend, will be the 
leaſt diſpoſed to give you credit on the occaſion, Belidas, 
Madam, to laygh at public opinjon, is to make a jeſt of 
what the wiſeſt and beſt men have, at all times, endeavoured 
to deſerve by every rational and virtuous means; and to aim 
at being thought capable of deſpiſing it, diſcovers a diſpoli- 
tion to become of that incorrigible nature to which, if your 
manners are not corrected, On YO. iy oem 
duet you. 
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Ne ehe io this country, eſpegialy,of your ſex, when 
political ſengiments are not ſuppoſed to operate, cver becomes 
the object of public deteſtation, unleſs the good ſenſe of man- 


kind has been evidently inſulted by ſome groſs violation of 


decency-in manners. or propriety of appearance, And 1 will 
venture to alſert, from my own obſervations on the genius and 
temper, of my countrymen, that the inſult muſt be very groſs 
<p the part of py perſom of your ſex apd, condition before they 
will return it. But fo ſtrong a convicion do I bear in my 
breaſt of your, love of public admiration, that 1 doubt not 
but yon will either accommodate yourſelf in ſome meaſure | 
to the humour of the crowd, or retreat from their obſerva- 
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tion ; which, n you do not at preſent ſeem much atached 
to Devonſbire- Howe, will, 1 fear, be « matter of caaticulty 
and teluctance. 


IT is not in the power of Nobility, nor even Royalty, in 
this country, and my heart glows as I write the ſentence, 
to frown the People into filence. High rank does not fandtify 
folly; and as law regards not the offender, but the offence, 
ſo in thoſe matters of perſonal conduct to which the law 
does not attend, popular opinion podiefies a judicial power, 
and will condemn the error, though it crown a character as 


dignified as Your Grace. 


Bur 1 do not preſume, Madam, to give you information 
on ſubjects of this nature; I wiſh rather to awaken your 
recollection to what you already know. Your own expe- 
rience has abundant proofs to ſupport my afſertions, whenever 
you ſhall chuſe to reveive them ; and your own heart is ready 
to confirm them all, whenever you will give it an hearing. 
I fay this with ſome degree of authority ; for your confidential 
Friends, whom I ſhall not paſs over in filence, do not attempt 
your juſtification ; they only offer to cxcule, and their excuſes 
condemn you, They endeavour to divert attention from the 
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ſerious conſequences of your preſent conduct, by holding forth 
a Picture of your Youth and Folly, which they accompany 
with the moſt humbling hopes of your amendment. Even the 
News-paper that has often and voluntarily declared your in- 
diſcretions, has been bribed into an unwilling praiſe. A pur- 
chaſed corner has preſented the Public and Your Grace with its 
adulatory verſe, which may alſo have been purchaſed; as 
I do not believe the perſon who is employed by you or your 
Friends upon the occaſion, to be capable of producing « 
performance equal even to this trifling compoſition o. 


Ir 


* The following lines are thoſe to which I have alluded, and whoſe 
inſertion in the News-papers, I will venture to declare, was pur- 
chaſed. 


Wit ir a FrartHts : this we all admit: 
But ſure each Feather in your cap is wit: 
'Tis the beſt flight of Genius—to improve 
The ſmiles of beauty, and the bliſs of love. 
Like beams around the Sun, your Feathers ſhine, 
And raiſe the ſplendor of your charms divine; 
Such plumes the worth of mighty conqu'rors ſhew, 
For who can conquer hearts ſo well as you ? 


BB 


Ir will be very appoſite to my deſign to inſert at large the 
fingular Addreſs which your Poet prefixes to his downy 
compliment. You will, I beleve, recolle@t it to be as 
follows : 


„ To ber Grace the Dvcunss of Drvoxeniny, i= enfwer ts 
« all the abſurd and illiberal afperfions ci on the fall 
'« Feather: by churlifh old Women, ridiculous Prudes, and bruryb 
on Cenfors.” 


What abſurdity or illiberality can be, with juſtice, attri- 
buted to thoſe who lift up their voice againſt what is uni- 
verſally acknowledg'd to be abſurd and fooliſh in the extreme, 
Your Grace may have been informed, but | am at « lo to 
diſcover. Beſides, your Bard, in flattering you, has treated 
your beſt Friends with a moſt unjuſtifable ſeverity ; for if all 


When on your head I fee thoſe fluttering things, 
I think that Love is there, and claps his wings. 
Feathers help'd Jovs to fan his am'rous flame : 
Cvyip has Feathers, Angels wear the ſame. 
Since, then, from Heav'n their origin we trace, 
Preſerve the Faſhion—it becomes Your Greece. © 
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Who cenſure your appearance deſerve the titles of churliſb oli 
Women, ridiculous Pruder and bratiſh Cenſbri, the firſt and 
ſecond'of theſe characters will chiefly reſt upon Mrs. P—z 
and Lady Sp——r ; while the ſpirited Author of that well- 
written Satire, The Firfl of April, and myſelf, muſt ſenſibly 
feel the application of the latter. | 


sven venal flattery, however, will «ford Your Grace 
but ſmall conſolation ; and you will, I ſhould hope, find 
it difficult, amid the lullings of ſuch praiſes, to forget the 
late ſeverities of 4 more powerful and Teſs perfidions Muſe. 
If not, I ſhould pity you indeed. My pen ſhould then ceaſe 
from its unavailing labour, and ftop ſhort in the career of. 


wudmonition. 


I Au diſpoſed to think, nay, I have very fubſtantial 
reaſons for thinking, that Your Grace places an unreſerved 
confidence in perſons whom the Dux of Dr vou does 
not approve, and from whom Lapy SygxseR has in vain 
endeavoured to ſeparate you ; and that matters which you do 
not think prop:r, and, perhaps, may be really improper, to 
communicate to your Huſband or your Mother, you frecly 


| entruſt to their confidence. You may, with all this in- 


attention, 
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attention, be entirely innocent ; but no one will be © pa- 
tial to your judgment, or that of your friends, as to ſuppoſe 
that, when you at without the knowledge of your acareit. 
and beit connections, and under the influence of your worſt, 
you will do good to others, or acquire Honour to yourſelf. 
To this your ſnecring Advocates may anſwer, ** Prove your 
«« aſſertion ; give one inſtance of her doing any thing wich- 
out conſulting 152ſ6 whom you think it her duty to con- 
*« ſult upon all occaſions.” 


Your Grace may be aſſured, that I hall not hazard the 
little credit I have already gained with the Public by aſſerting 
what I cannot prove, I have an example at hand; and, if 
there were a poflibility of your denying the fat, I could 
produce ſufficient and unanſwerable evidence to authenticate 
the veracity of it. 0 


« ALiTERARY Perſon of your own Sex, with every pre- 
« vious mark of reſpect on her part, and condeſcending per- 
«« miſſion on yours, dedicates a moral work, conſiſting of two 
„volumes, to Your Grace,-In return, you deſired her to 
«+ ſend you a number of copies, bound in the ſame ſplendid 
„manner as thoſe Which ſhe had already preſented to 
you. When ſhe had thus obeyed Your Orace's commands, 

| D e 


: 
| 
5 


Ci 92 


the Female Author ind her works were ſo far forgotten, 
that you did not even take the neceſſary notice of paying 
her for completing your commiſſion. After waiting a con- 
«« fiderable length of time, at proper intervals, and in a very 
«« reſpedtful manner, ſhe addreſſed ſeveral Letters to Your 
Grace, to which no anſwers were given. At length, irri- 


« tated by your neglect, and apprehenſive that the debt you 
„had incurred might be totally forgotten, ſhe cauſed it 


to be intimated to ſome friends of Your Grace, that, if 


you did not pay her for the books, your conduct, with 
« all its circumſtances, ſhould appear in a public paper. 
« Alarm'd at this, or, at leaſt, influenced by Lavy Sezxcen, 
« who knew how ill you had behaved in this buſineſs, 
you deigned to fend the Author the mighty boon of 
« TwzexTY Pounnrs; and, either from ignorance or inſo- 
* lence, I can hardly ſuppoſe it emptineſs of purſe, that ſum 
« was, as it is to be concluded by your order, compoſed 
of almoſt every ſpecies of coin current in this kingdom.” 


Now, Madam, from the internal evidence of the fact, 1 
will venture, without other aſſiſtance, to declare that the 
Dont was ignorant of this tranſaction. His regard for 
your propriety, and humanity for the perſon you propoſed to 
inſult, would have determined him to prevent it. Nay, 1 

believe 
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believe him to have been unacquainted with it, till jt was 
too late for his generoſity to interpoſe, and make fore 
amends for your pitiful reſentment. 
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eur not, indeed I do not ſuppoſe this conduct to 
be the reſult of your own judgment. I ſhould think it had 
its adviſers. Your confidential Friends, perhaps, might 
ſuggeſt it to you, though I think it even beneath their ideas 
of revenge. It ſeems to be about equal to the fpirit of 3 
Feu de Chambre; and if Your Grace, like many of your 
rank, ſhould have a Prime Miniſter of that kind, I ould 
at once determine it to be ſome cunning cootrivance of the 
Tailette.. 


Tust is another cauſe aſſigned for your extreme love of 
diſſipation ; a cauſe which, as I know it to be falſe, I ſhould 
not mention, if I had not reſolved to lay before Your 
Grace every important circumſtance that relates to you, 
I allude, Madam, to the inſipidity which forme of your 
particular Friends chuſe to thow around the Dent of 
Dzvoxsntae's character, Be that as it may, I would beg 
Your Grace to teſlect for a moment, what muſt be the folly 
of that woman, whoſe avowed advocates fly to the ealy, 
unigtereſting temper of her Huſband for 2 juſtification 
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' of them. But, Madam, I will venture to give a firm denial 
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to the aſſertion. The Dux r of Drvox+snnr is a character 
of high reſpet. He poſſeſſes an underſtanding which has 
hitherto preſerved him in the path of honour and dignity ; 
nor do I know a ſingle inſtance of his deviating from what 
became him as a man, or his ſtation required of him. That 
ſerious, tranquil, compoſed caſt of character which he poſ- 
ſeſſes, as it has preſerved him from the ſnares and talons of 
gameſters and ſharpers, will be conſidered by the harpies of 
that denomination as inſipidity and want of ſpirit. The 
man of diſſipation and extravagance, beholding in the Doux t 
of Dzvoxsnire's conduct a good ſenſe which throws 
diſgrace upon his own, will pronounce it dullneſs and pufil- 
lanimity: but the Many who have ſhared his kindneſs, and 
been the objects of his friendſhip, will declare him to be 
poſſeſſed of a ſenſibility which is capable of the moſt generous 
actions, and has often performed them. 


Hz does not, and I congratulate him upon it, poſſeſs thoſe 
flaſhy talents which, however calculated they may be to 
amuſe, are ſeldom of any uſe to Society ; and too often end 
in the ruin of thoſe who poſſeſs them. But he is endowed 
with an underſtanding which has been cultivated with 

wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, and poſſefics that folidity which forms a happy 
filtance ; an underſtanding that is ſubyet to regulation, 
but not to caprice : and knows how to deliberate before it 
enters upon judgment. Beſides, Madam, the Dent of 
Dzvoxsninrs is an honeſt man; and if he poſlciſed thoſe 
ſplendid ſollies which by many are miſtaken for abilities, 
your friends would no longer ſhake their heads, and Qhrug 
ſententiouſly at the mention of his wiſdom. But if ever 
the Duxz ſhould deviate from prudence into diſſipatiom ; if 
he ſhould exchange the ſober diſcretion which has hitherto 
diſtinguiſhed him from the generality of his rank, for e- 
travagant and riotous living ; if, to uſe the language of your 
Friends, he ſhould give up his preſent dullocſs and infipidity 
for the wiſdom of the Cora, or the vivacity of the 
GaminG Tan ; I ſhall conſider Your Grace as the cauſe of 
ſuch a transformation ; and while the rapacious vultures that 
hover round the rich facrifice to your name, the refleting 
part of mankind will deteſt you. 

* 

Bor the phlegm attributed to your noble Huſband ſeems 
for once to be ſuſpended; and the approaching feſtivity, 
which, I am informed, is of his own ſuggeſtion, will gain 
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him, at leaſt, a temporary credit for Taſte and Abilities. 
In general matters, I ſhould be forry to think in common 
with your confidential affociates ; but for once 1 will ſpeak 
their language, and, though from different motives, will ap- 
plaud the Dok of Devonsnire for a defign which, if 
I guels aright, does him honour in the cauſe, and I hope 


will produce him ſatisſaction in the effect, 


His propoſal for, or conſent to, the grand SpeFacle which 
is preparing at Devonſbire-Houſe, is not the reſult of 
thoughtleſs extravagance. Depend upon it, Madam, ſome 
more ſecret and bettcr motive gives life to the coſtly exhibi- 
tion, at the thoughts whereof your heart pants with an 
anxious pleaſure, I believe your Duxs wiſhes to make 
you fond of home ; and by converting Demonſbire- Houſe, 
which has hitherto been the ſcene of tranquil dignity and 
unparading hoſpitality, into an occaſional Temple of Plea- 
ſure, he thinks it may be ſanctified to your future approba- 
tion ; and that the feſtive Conſecration which is preparing, 
will promote in you an attachment to your home, and render 
it the chief ſcene of your future plcalures : or, by one great 
manewvre to root out of your breaſt the infant love of Gaming, 
which has lately appeared, to the terror and alarm of your 
beſt friends. | 5 
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In theſe Addrefſes to Your Grace, I propoſe your real good. 
I am not actuated by perſonal envy, or perſonal reſentment. 
You have done me no injury; and I would not exchange 
fituations with Your Grace, though you could throw twice 
your preſent fortune and ſplendour into the ſcale : 


I envy none their pagrantry and ſhow ; 
I envy none the gilding of their woe. 


IT is impoſſible that you can be happy! Folly and difſips- 
tion are the foes of happineſs. They may lull, or rather 
baffle ſorrow for a while, but it will come at laſt with col. 
lected fury, and never quit your heart till it is reſcued by 
repentance, or ſheltered in the grave. Beyond that awful 
ſcene, I ſhall not at preſent call your attention. May ſome 
event, big with alarm and danger, force your mind to con- 
template its higheſt and beſt intereſts ! Indeed, my pen, feeble 
as it is, will not reſt from making occaſional remonſtrances 
with you; and it will depend upon your future conduct, 
whether my next Letter ſhall ſpeak the language of Cenſure 
or of Praiſe. 
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